
Yulia   &   Tara   
C   print   fuji   luster   print   op   MDF,   ©   2021   Lisa   van   den   Berg   
  

“I  am  Yulia  and  I  have  been  living  in  the  asylum  seekers'  center  with                
my  girlfriend  Tara  for  two  years  now.  We  are  from  Russia,  where  Tara               
was  a  trans  activist.  She  was  unable  to  study  because  of  transphobia.              
In  Russia,  Tara  experienced  a  fire,  where  she  lost  her  then-wife.  She              
was  able  to  save  her  son,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  be  raised  by  a                  
trans  woman  and  was  taken  away  from  her  while  she  was  in  the               
hospital.   We   don't   even   know   if   he's   still   alive.   

When  the  coronavirus  broke  out,  it  felt  like  there  was  finally             
justice.  No  one  could  work,  do  fun  things  or  go  to  school,  everyone  was                
locked  up  just  like  us.  You  don't  think  it  can  get  any  worse,  but  it  gets                  
worse  every  time.  As  long  as  we  wait  for  our  answer,  we  cannot  get                
married  and  not  have  parenthood  over  our  son  who  lives  with  us  here               
in  the  AZC.  We  can't  build  the  life  he  deserves  like  this.  He  is  now  six                  
years  old  and  can't  even  remember  anything  about  his  life  before  that.              
We   would   like   our   asylum   procedure   to   be   legal.     

Four  days  before  my  last  interview,  we  were  transferred  to            
another  AZC,  but  that  is  against  the  rules.  This  happened  with  a  lot  of                
aggression  and  even  the  police  were  involved.  They  threatened  to  take             
our  son.  He  even  speaks  Dutch  fluently,  I  don't  know  what  to  do  if  we                 
get  a  negative  answer  later.  When  we  asked  him,  would  you  be  sad  if                
we  had  to  move  again?  and  he  answered  yes,  I  would  be  very  sad,  if                
we  knew  that  we  would  fight  to  our  death  to  stay  here  in  the                
Netherlands.     

We  want  to  work  here,  build  our  own  home,  pay  taxes  and  build               
a  safe  life.  I  don't  want  money,  I  want  my  rights.  I've  never  committed  a                 
crime  but  I  feel  like  a  prisoner  here.  A  special  LGBTQ  asylum  seekers               
center  could  have  helped  our  family  a  lot.  It  could  be  a  safe  place.  Now                 
we  live  with  a  lot  of  different  people  of  various  backgrounds  and  that               
can  be  difficult,  because  not  everyone  is  accepting  toward  LGBTQ            
people.  Many  LGBTQ  people  come  here  broken  mentally  and           
physically,  in  the  Netherlands  we  must  be  given  the  space  to  heal,  but               
the   system   only   breaks   us   more.”   


