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“My  name  is  Valo  and  I  come  from  Syria,  where  I  studied  to  work  in  a                  
pharmacy.  After  my  studies,  war  broke  out  in  my  country,  but  my  sexuality               
was  the  reason  why  I  fled  to  the  Netherlands.  My  journey  from  Syria  took                
me  first  to  Hungary  and  then  to  the  Netherlands.  When  I  first  ended  up  in                 
the  asylum  seekers'  center,  I  quickly  met  people,  but  asylum  seekers  often              
have  to  move  to  other  asylum  centers,  so  you  don't  get  to  know  each  other                 
completely  and  I  always  had  different  roommates.  That's  why  it's  great  that              
I  was  able  to  meet  Dutch  people  through  Grindr,  a  gay  dating  app.               
Actually,  the  app  is  blocked  by  the  asylum  seekers  centers,  which  is  crazy               
because  Tinder  and  other  dating  apps  are  available,  but  luckily  we  know             
that  there  are  ways  around  the  blockade.  What  was  difficult  for  me  is  the               
fact  that  I  had  a  busy  life  in  Syria,  with  studying  and  other  pursuits.  But  in                  
the   asylum   seekers   center   everything   came   to   a   standstill.     

You  are  not  allowed  to  study  or  work  right  away,  just  stamp  and               
wait.  The  negative  side  of  all  the  waiting  is  that  I  was  dealing  with                
insomnia.  I  then  had  to  see  a  psychologist,  which  I  found  quite  scary.  But                
luckily  I  didn't  have  a  depression.  In  addition,  you  are  surrounded  by  so               
many  different  people  in  an  asylum  seekers  center,  some  of  whom  are  in               
worse  situations.  I  waited  10  months  for  a  positive  response,  but  my              
roommate  10  years,  that  can  be  very  depressing.  That's  why  people             
sometimes  lie  by  saying  they're  from  Syria,  then  you  get  asylum  faster.              
Naturally,  the  IND  also  conducts  research  by  means  of  control  questions.             
But  with  LGBTI  people  they  ask  questions  based  on  odd  patterns.  What              
questions  do  you  ask  to  check  if  someone  is  gay?  I  myself  have  quite  a                 
good   'gay   radar',   but   the   IND   does   not.     

Where  I  lived  in  Syria  I  did  not  notice  much  of  the  war.  That  is  why                  
I  informed  the  IND  that  I  am  seeking  asylum  because  the  situation  in  Syria                
is  life-threatening  if  you  are  gay.  Still,  they  kept  asking  questions  about  the               
war,  which  I  didn't  like,  because  they  ignore  my  personal  situation,  but  I               
didn't  give  up.  When  they  finally  stopped  asking  about  the  war,  I  was  told                
that  I  could  continue  to  live  in  the  Netherlands.  At  the  moment  I'm  waiting                
to  be  designated  a  house  of  my  own.  Hopefully,  I  will  come  to  live  in                 
Rotterdam,   because   I   would   really   like   to   continue   my   studies.”   


