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“It  was  a  very  difficult  decision  for  me  to  leave  my  native  country  in                
South  America,  because  I  didn't  know  anyone  in  the  Netherlands  and             
only  spoke  Spanish.  But  I  seized  my  only  chance  at  a  new  beginning.               
Where  I  come  from,  I  was  often  afraid  that  if  people  knew  about  my                
sexuality,  I  would  be  killed.  That  is  because  of  the  'macho  culture',  but               
also  the  criminal  environment  in  which  I  grew  up.  The  Netherlands             
does   much   more   with   LGBTI   rights,   which   is   why   I   wanted   to   live   here.   

I  had  no  expectations  of  the  LGBT  asylum  process,  mainly            
because  I  couldn't  have  expectations  and  had  never  been  to  Europe.  In              
addition,  if  you  don't  speak  the  language,  the  information  is  also             
limited.  You  want  to  get  out  of  a  bad  situation  to  a  pleasant  life  as                 
quickly  as  possible.  It  is  therefore  very  unfortunate  that  the  process             
takes  so  long,  which  makes  everything  difficult.  So  I  have  a  mix  of               
positive  and  negative  experiences.  The  positive  is  that  you  receive  the             
basic  care,  such  as  food  and  a  roof  over  your  head  and  I  can  be  a  bit                   
more  open  about  my  sexuality.  The  negative  is  that  the  IND  does  not               
adhere  to  the  legal  time  limit  in  any  part  of  the  process.  Such  as  when                 
they  have  to  answer,  the  date  for  an  interview,  agreements  to  go  to               
court  or  to  get  your  residence  permit.  It  feels  like  nobody  cares  about               
you.   And   you   can't   say   this   to   anyone,   so   you   are   voiceless   for   years.   

I've  been  in  the  process  for  four  years  and  still  no  clear  answer.               
Two  years  ago  they  gave  me  a  negative  decision,  I  appealed  twice,  the               
first  I  won  and  in  the  second  the  date  of  the  trial  was  postponed  and                 
the  decision  of  the  IND  changed,  but  I  have  been  waiting  for  months               
now  for  a  new  residence  permit.  I  would  very  much  like  the  IND  to  see                 
us  as  human  victims,  who  ask  for  help  because  our  lives  are  in  danger.                
They  should  assume  less  that  we  are  lying  and  stop  functioning  as  a               
company   that   wants   to   get   rid   of   you.”   
  


