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“I  came  to  the  Netherlands  via  a  complicated  route.  After  I  fled  from  my                
native  country  Tunisia  to  Brazil  and  then  to  Spain,  where  my  asylum              
application  was  refused,  I  came  to  the  Netherlands  on  the  advice  of  a               
friend.  I  had  read  about  the  asylum  process  in  the  Netherlands,  but              
what  the  IND  says  on  their  website  is  not  entirely  true.  The  process  is               
not  completed  in  six  months,  nor  is  there  sufficient  openness,            
accessibility,  and  communication.  I  am  shocked  by  the  bad  conditions            
we   find   ourselves   in   as   asylum   seekers.   

The  very  first  asylum  seekers  center  was  hell.  Hygiene  was            
lacking,  smoking  and  drug  use  were  not  supervised.  My  first  interview             
was  very  long,  you  arrive  on  time,  but  still  have  to  wait  an  hour  or  two.                  
As  a  result,  I  missed  my  breakfast,  because  I  did  not  expect  the  long                
wait.  And  sometimes  an  interview  lasted  from  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  It  was  a                 
difficult  period  for  me.  When  I  was  transferred  to  another  asylum             
seekers  center,  conditions  were  better,  but  the  long  wait  for  an  answer              
was   like   psychological   torture.   

To  this  day  no  clarity  has  been  given  about  my  case,  only              
promises.  Every  time  I  called  to  ask  when  I'll  get  my  next  interview,               
they  said  it  would  be  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Recently,  I  finally  had  an                 
interview,  but  I  still  haven't  gotten  an  answer  up  until  now.  The  process               
is  not  fair,  because  there  is  hardly  any  clarity  and  too  little  account  is                
taken  of  the  dangers  that  LGBTI  people  face  in  the  country  of  origin.  I                
wanted   to   speak   out   about   this,   but   I   couldn't.   

My  message  to  those  managing  the  asylum  process,  please           
look  at  us  as  people.  Reduce  the  pressure,  create  clarity,  and  don't              
make  us  wait  too  long,  because  you  are  not  guaranteeing  the  mental              
health  of  people  who  can  be  the  citizens  of  tomorrow.  I  would  also  like                
people  in  the  Netherlands  to  listen  to  the  stories  of  real  people,  and               
base  their  judgment  on  that.  Instead  of  listening  to  political  parties,  who              
somehow  want  to  get  more  attention  and  votes  at  the  expense  of  the               
lives   of   others.”   


