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“I'm  Pavel  and  I  met  my  boyfriend  Boris  in  a  Dutch  asylum  seekers               
center.  We've  been  together  for  a  year  now.  At  the  moment  Boris  has               
his  residency  status,  I  don't  yet.  Now  that  Boris  has  his  own  apartment,               
I  live  with  him.  I  still  have  to  go  to  the  asylum  seekers  center  every                 
week  for  registration.  We  are  both  Russian  and  would  like  to  live  in  the                
Netherlands,  because  Russia  is  a  police  state  for  LGBT  people.  The             
police  can  do  anything  to  you  if  you  are  gay.  They  can  put  you  in  a  cell                   
or  extort  money  from  you.  There  is  also  a  great  stigma  surrounding  HIV               
patients.  They  can't  and  won't  really  treat  you.  I  have  been  living  with               
HIV   for   12   years,   which   is   why   proper   treatment   is   crucial.   

When  you  realize  at  a  young  age,  growing  up  in  Russia,  that              
you  have  a  different  sexual  orientation,  you  start  to  think  that  there  is               
something  wrong  with  you,  because  society  portrays  homosexuality  as           
a  disease.  In  addition,  photos  of  LGBTI  persons  are  often  posted  online              
in  Russia  to  betray  them.  When  Boris  thought  he  could  trust  his  boss               
and  told  him,  he  was  approached  by  two  ladies  who  said,  "Oh,  you're               
the  gay  guy  whose  picture  is  on  the  internet."  While  in  the  Netherlands               
people  are  much  less  difficult  about  your  sexuality.  It  takes  some  time              
getting  used  to  it.  I  remember  walking  hand  in  hand  in  The  Hague,  but                
we   were   nervous   and   quite   aware   of   our   surroundings.   

Although  Boris  was  attacked  by  an  aggressive  roommate  once,           
there  weren't  many  problems  when  we  were  still  living  together  in  the              
asylum  seekers'  center,  but  we  didn't  show  the  other  residents  that  we              
were  gay  either.  Living  in  an  asylum  seekers  center  is  not  the  same  as                
living  in  the  Netherlands.  We  would  have  liked  more  clarity  about  the              
asylum  process,  because  it  is  so  nerve-wracking.  We  also  feel  that  an              
LGBT  person  should  be  allowed  to  conduct  the  interview.  Then  there            
would  be  more  understanding  and  perhaps  the  presence  of  a  'gay             
radar',  because  you  have  to  prove  that  you  are  gay.  But  we  are  still                
very   grateful   to   the   Netherlands   for   having   an   LGBT   asylum   process.”   


