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“I  fled  to  the  Netherlands  while  everything  seemed  to  be  in  order  in               
Ecuador.  I  had  my  own  barbershop,  my  family,  and  my  friends.  I              
was  on  TV  as  an  actor  a  few  times  when  I  was  a  teenager.                
Unfortunately,  I  couldn't  be  myself,  because  being  gay  is  tolerated            
in  Ecuador  but  not  accepted.  Their  mentality  is  very  closed  and  full              
of  prejudices.  I  was  the  victim  of  ridicule,  humiliation  and  I  was              
almost  killed  because  I  am  gay.  I  came  to  the  Netherlands  for              
protection  and  to  be  myself,  but  after  many  months  of  waiting  I              
ended   up   in   a   desperate   situation.   

 After  being  detained  for  a  month  due  to  the  Covid-19             
pandemic,  I  had  two  conversations  with  the  IND.  During  the  first             
conversation,  immediately  after  arriving  at  Schiphol,  I  had  to  tell            
something  about  myself,  and  the  second  was  about  the  reasons            
why  I  came  to  the  Netherlands  as  a  gay  person.  The  process  would               
be  easier  if  the  situation  in  the  country  of  origin  was  known  to  the                
IND.  Some  countries  are  clearly  known  to  be  dangerous,  but            
Ecuador  doesn't  have  much  information  about  what's  really          
happening.  In  addition,  the  IND  employees  who  read  your  story            
and  decide  whether  you  can  stay  in  the  Netherlands  are  not  the              
same  people  who  interview  you.  How  can  someone  make  a            
decision  based  on  a  story  written  on  paper?  This  process  can  take              
months  or  even  years.  I  feel  like  an  empty  being  and  that  makes               
me  depressed.  You  start  to  think  it's  normal,  but  it  isn't.  The  main               
feeling  I  have  is  that  lawyers  care  less  about  me  than  organizations              
such   as   Prisma   Groep   and   COC   Nederland.   

I've  been  here  in  the  Netherlands  for  eight  months,  one            
month  of  which  at  Schiphol,  and  I'm  still  waiting.  The  future  is  very               
hopeless  because  in  the  eyes  of  the  IND  homosexuality  seems            
legal  in  Ecuador,  but  what  is  happening  there  is  really  terrible.  I  am               
here   to   be   free   and   my   true   self.   I   just   want   to   live!   


